PARK HYATT D.C.

Tony Chi Marries Modemism and Classic
Americana in the Park Hyatt Washington D.C.

BY EMILY LIEBERT

[ nter the lobby of the Park Hyatt—re-opened in June, 2006, after a 524 million overhaul—
| and you'll see money well spent. Tony Chi, who was responsible for revamping all of the
“w ground floor public areas, all guest rooms and their corridors, and the mezzanine flaor,
understands the weight of a first impression.
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"The entrance needs o make an
Impact and tell gueats something about
the hotal,” said Chi. "This is why the
Park Hyall Washington receplion
space uses ils scale as well as different
textures and materials to have an
impact, It s the big gesture, bald and
simple, yol exquisiie.”

The space, which boasts a gallery-
style yet homey leal, loatures cherry
blossom glass boxes, polished glass,
stainless steel, limed ook, gray lime-
stone, antique while Hlooring,
American quilt patterns and persim-
mon colored burlap. Across {rom the
double-height, sunken reception
area—with s walnut plank flcoring-
are “living rooms” for guests o rela.
Public spaces are lilled with paintings
by Japanese arlist Kuzaya Morimodo,
Windsor Style painted Waltham
Rocking Chairs and tones of cream,
taupe, belge and brown.

The 215 guest rooms (including 20
suites) are sophisticated and tradition-
al all at once. Accommodations are
complete with walnutl fooring, limed
white ock millwork, modermn lighting,
wooden blinda, authentie folk ari,
down duvets and a sitling area with
oversized swivel chairs ond a large
flat-screen TV. The marble, spa-
inspired bathrooms [eature sculpted
granite sione with a separate rain
shower and deep soaking tul.

"The design brings together a
dynamic and attractive modermism
wilh classic American style,” said Chi.
“It is medemn in that it has sharp and
claan lines, a sophisticated yet bold use
of eolors and stale-of-the-art communi-
cations and guest amenities. It pro-
vides an ambionce in which loday's
meos! demanding traveler would fesl
instanily comiortable.”

Always ready for hiz next adven-

Left; Chi wanted a lobby that was bold, simple, and exquisite: Inset: Teny Chi; Top Right: A view
fram the living roam to the bedroam in the Park Suite; Bottom Right: The Park Dehme bedroom

ture, Chi rellected on the Park Hyatt
D.C. experience: "1 lound the project an
exciting one, not merely becouas [t
invalved an important renovation in a

beautiful area of the nations copital
femd 1 love the challenge of rencwva-
tions), but bectiuse lis scopé was £0
broad and challenging,” B0
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