RITTENHOUSE

Philadelphia's Rittenhouse 1715
Updates its Style.and its Name
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his just in: Rittenhouse 1715
¢ & boutique ho
rty the Rittenhouse Square Bed and
5 most
exclusive and luxurious properties — the
name change to Rittenhouse
1715, A Boutique Hotel, took pl in the
. spring of 20086, as part of an extensive dual

phase renovation.
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RITTENHOUSE 1715

“The goal was to make each room seem like the furniture and accessories
had been collected over a period of time. We worked in the owner's col-
lection of European antiques and combined them with some more
updated pieces as well as contemporary art. We didn't want any of the

spaces to feel contrived or cookie cutter.”

distinctive look by altering the paint colors and fabrics for  archilecture played a key part in this room with its hig

each,” explained Salgado. “The goal was to make each room  ceilings and k--'w:'u-i-ﬂ--.-.-l bedroom loft — the back drop color
seem like the lurniture and accessories had been collected needed fo be serene. We chose a very pale green in order to

over a period of time. We worked in the owner's collection of  evoke a sense of calmness. We mixed the owner's French din

European antiques and combined them with some more ing chairs with a new dining table and combined

k lounge chairs with o

updated pieces as well as contemporary art. We didn't want  vintage spoon-ba

any of the spaces io feel contrived or cookie cutter.” Salgado  traditional style sola and a leather cof 0{(»
Saucier designed all of the headboards and some of the fee table detailed with oversize nail D

lighting themselves. "We kept the headboard designs to @ heads. The artwork eme accessories Q‘?—
totel of three styles, but switched the fabrics and fine detail-  are contemporary and traditional.” %
ingr for each — either nail heads or braids, and sometimes Salgade added, "The key was to
bath,"” said Salgado. balance all the details.”

The premiere highlight of the project is the majestic presi- Architect Richard Wesley faced
dential suite where a lustrous spiral staircase winds from the  the same task in creating private,
loft, king-size bedroom down to an élegant black and green-  deluxe bathrooms. "The building wa i
hued living space adorned with cushy couches, a powder constructed in the 19th Century as a traditional
room, bar and large-screen television. The presidential suite  Philadelphia townhouse with rooms arranged front and back

is "dramatic, elegant and luxe,” said Ek:ig{.xr_[o_ “Since the separated by a stair and a courtyard. The conversion of the
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tovwnhouse into a boutique hotel required the installation of a

bathroom for each bedroom on either side ol the existing
stair. This

reated a difficult design challenge because of the
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zaid Wesley. His expertise prevailed, how-
aver, paving the wey for bathrooms theat "loster o sanse of

tight dimensions,”

despile the dimensioncl

noted Weslay, “The light-colored Crema Martil

openness '\'.l!'!d .‘;i.')f'.[i.'i'..‘Ll::E'tlE'.‘.‘-.‘.'-
astrictions,

marble tile used an the loars, bose and shower walls was cut
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into different sizes and pat
terns to provide variety and
richness while promoting «

sense of simplicity and unity

of surface.” In order to avoid
losing any space to the door
swing, Wesley installed pock-
et doors. "These doors were
glazed with translucent tex-
tured glass to crecte privacy
while admilting light and
allowing the space to flow
between the bedrooms and
the
vamnity tops were designed as

bathrooms. The stone

long, open and simple stone

surface-

slabs with wide

mounted lavatori

horizental, wall-to-wall mir-

rors were used chove the countertops to psychologicedly

extend the space and maximize light reflections,” detailed
Wesley.
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what'’s to come. “Things are moving in a softer direction away

scting on his first hotel design, Salgade has visions for

from the sleek modern look that has dominated the trends.
You can probably expect to see a litle more romanticism

mixed in with modern.” BD



